









Please Note: -- 


In addition to our extensive line of vestment fabrics, band- 
ing, galloons, emblems, drapery fabrics, etc. etc., we have added 
a Complete Line of Vestments made up of the finest material and 
harmonizing orphreys of such exquisite quality as to be in the 
luxury class, yet priced so trustworthily that they are within the 
means of all. Your inquiries are cordially invited. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


*“*The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Saint Nicholas de Flue 


St. Nicholas de Flue was a man who loved peace and justice, 
who scorned political expediency, whose advice was sought by 
the kings and princes of Europe. Soldier, farmer, patriot, father, 
magistrate, peacemaker, hermit, mystic, wonder-worker, the Swiss 
affectionately called him “Father of our country,” for he was 
instrumental in averting a threatened civil war in Switzerland 
and gave his countrymen many examples of patriotism and saint- 
liness. Above all, a “man of prayer,” St. Nicholas by Divine 
inspiration left his large family to become a hermit and lived 
alone in a small retreat, subsisting on nothing but the Blessed 
Sacrament for twenty years. 

Send for our booklet to learn more of the fascinating life 
and many wonders worked by this saint who was canonized in 
1947, and whose feast falls on September 25. Booklet, 15¢ a 
copy; reduction for quantities of 50, postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Those who are devoted to the three great Archangels, MICHAEL, 
RAPHAEL and GABRIEL, will be glad to know that we have a 6-page 
leaflet on each, giving an interesting account of his special offices, and 
several prayers. Each Archangel is pictured according to traditional 
concepts of his characteristic functions. Leaflets are 1%¢ each, or 
$1.50 per 100. Postage extra. 

We also have a series of 4-page leaflets on the Seven Sacraments, 
at 1¢ each, or $1.00 per 100. Each Sacrament is treated in one leaflet. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Calendar for September 
R- 


“THE one feast of Our Lord on September's calendar is that of the 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross on the 14th, which commemorates 
the triumph of the Emperor Constantine and his army over the enemies 
of Christ in 311, through the power of the Holy Cross, which appeared 
majestically in the heavens, surrounded with these words in flaming 
letters: “Jn hoc signo vincis! — By this Sign, conquer!” 


Four outstanding feasts of the Blessed Virgin illumine this month 
with their splendor: Her Nativity (the 8th); the Holy Name of Mary 
(12th); her Seven Dolors (15th); and Our Lady of Ransom (24th) 
commemorating the foundation of the Order of Our Lady of Mercy for 
the redemption of captives. There is also the minor feast of Our Lady, 


Mother of the Good Shepherd, on the 3d. 


The glorious Archangel Michael, prince of the heavenly hosts, is 
honored on the 29th as champion of God and leader of the faithful 
angels against Lucifer and his fellow-rebels. 


St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist, is honored on the 21st. We 
owe to him the first Gospel, which gives an exquisite account of the 
doings and sayings of Christ. 


Best known among the other saints honored during September 
are: St. Peter Claver, Apostle of the Negroes (in Africa) (9th). St. 
Cornelius (Pope) and St. Cyprian, Martyrs (16th). Their names are 
mentioned in the Canon of the Mass. Stigmata of St. Francis of Assisi 
(17th). St. Maurice and Companions, Martyrs, members of the fa- 
mous Theban Legion (22d). St. Linus, Pope and Martyr, and first 
successor of St. Peter (23d), and on the same day, St. Thecla, Virgin 
and Martyr, a disciple of St. Paul. Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 
(brothers and physicians), also mentioned in the Canon of the Mass 
(27th). St. Wenceslaus, Duke of Bohemia, assassinated out of hatred 
for the Faith (28th). And St. Jerome, one of the greatest Doctors of 
the Latin Church, famous especially for his works on Holy Scripture 
(30th). 


September also brings the Fall Ember Days (on the 15th, 17th 
and 18th) — days of fast and abstinence and of special prayer, partic- 
ularly for priests, as ordinations are frequently held on Ember Satur- 
day. The September Ember Days are dedicated especially to thanks- 
giving to God for the blessings of the harvest. 


Let us try to spend these feasts in the spirit of Holy Mother Church, 
mindful, too, that the best way of glorifying God and honoring the 
saints is to assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion. May 
this be our special Birthday Gift to Our Blessed Mother! 
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Our Celestial Helpers 


R- 


ROM earliest times the Catholic Church has reminded her chil- 
dren that they are attended through life by an angelic com- 
panion sent by God to act as monitor and guide. During the 
month of September, especially, Catholics are bidden to raise 

their thoughts to the companions of their daily lives and the heavenly 
spirits with whom one day they are to be associated in the eternal 


Kingdom of God. 


Angels, as we know from the revelation of the Scriptures, are di- 
vided into nine different orders or classifications, according to the ac- 
tivities that are most proper to each group. But what is probably most 
startling to us in a study of angels is their absolute uniqueness, for we 
are told that no two angels are alike. We speak and write about angels, 
and envision them as spiritual beings, that is, having no body, and 
having the common characteristics of simplicity, incorruptibility, and 
immateriality. But despite the myriads of angels created by God, the 
philosophers are forced to conclude that there is as much difference be- 
tween one angel and another as there is between a man and an animal, 
or between a flower and a stone. This is so because each angel is a 
distinct species, complete and entire in itself. 


This is not an easy idea for us to understand. Our experience has 
always shown that within a single species there are many individuals, 
as many as there are beings of the same species with individual dif- 
ferences. For example, all men belong to the same species, possessing 
a human nature, which is characterized by animality and rationality. 
But there are many different qualities of size, appearance, and such 
things. In each angelic species, on the contrary, there is only one in- 
dividual, in whom the species is complete. This is obviously so, be- 
cause as spirits they lack altogether any identification with matter, which 
is the individuating principle for creatures in the same species. In 
material living creatures, multiplication of numbers is necessary in or- 
der to assure the continuation of the species; but in the angelic order, 
because each angel possesses an incorruptible nature, this in itself 
guarantees the permanency of the species. So it is that no two angels 
are alike. Each has a uniqueness that sets it off from all other angels. 


Though the absolute uniqueness of the angels almost defies our 
imagination — because we cannot visualize spiritual beings — it is one 
more proof of the absolute omnipotence of God, who is able to bring 
into existence an unlimited number of completely different beings. A 
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slight reflection on this power of God and on the comparatively insig- 
nificant place of an individual man in the scheme of creation is most 
humbling. Man’s only claim to significance is the fact that this same 
God considered each man important enough to die on the Cross for 
him! To help him further in the salvation of his immortal soul, God 
has appointed as a personal Guardian to each individual man, woman 
and child one of His holy angels! Behold how boundless is God’s 
goodness, how admirable His providence! He who created and re- 
deemed us is so anxious to welcome us into heaven that He allots to 
each an angel to guide and guard him on the way. One by one He 
brought us into existence; one by one, His Divine Son, our Savior, 
thought of us as He prayed in His agony, and stumbled along the way 
of sorrows on the first Good Friday. Nailed to the Cross, He died as if 
for each one alone. And He now pours down abundant showers of 
redeeming grace upon each soul, especially through the sacraments, as 
if it alone were the object of His love and mercy. Hence, He assigns 
too a prince of His heavenly court as an instrument of salvation to 
each one individually. 


The Seven Spirits before the Throne 


The holy Scriptures assure us that seven of the holy angels are 
specially appointed to assist before the Throne and stand continually 
in the presence of the Most High. We know only the names of three 
of them — St. Michael, St. Gabriel, and St. Raphael. Some say that 
the fourth is called Uriel. A painting in Rome refers to the others as 
Shealtiel, Jehudiel, and Berachiel. The Copts, who have a special ven- 
eration for the angels, refer to the seven as Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, 
Uriel or Suriel, Raguel, Afnen, and Sakuel. St. Gabriel and St. Raphael 
positively identify themselves as standing before the face of God. St. 
Raphael, about whom we know chiefly from the Book of Tobias, made 
himself known after he had finished his journey with the young Tobias, 
saying: “I am the Angel Raphael, one of the seven who stand before 
the Lord” (Tob. 12:15). St. Gabriel told Zachary, “I am Gabriel, who 
stand in the presence of God” (Luke 1:19). 


St. Michael, the chief of these blessed angels, led the host that 
drove the rebel angels, under the leadership of Lucifer, from the place 
where the millions of angels underwent their probation. He is the 
Guardian of Holy Church, the advocate of the dying, and of the souls 
in purgatory, the protector of the Holy Father and of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. If we love the Church, if we love ourselves, so say the saints, 
if we are desirous of overcoming our self-love and solicitous to provide 
for our last hour, we must be devout to St. Michael. 
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St. Gabriel, one of the Seraphim like St. Michael, is, like him, also 
designated an Archangel. This title is common to the most glorious of 
the angels. St. Gabriel at various times has been employed by God 
to deliver important messages. He appeared to Daniel and foretold 
facts about the Incarnation; he revealed to St. Zachary the birth of 
John the Baptist; and he was given the extraordinary honor of an- 
nouncing to Mary that she was chosen to be the Mother of God. Hence 
we may judge of his superior sanctity and excellence and learn to honor 
him as he deserves. 

The history of Tobias reveals the important services that St. 
Raphael renders to those who are devoted to him. He acts as the 
guide on our journey through life, teaching us how to avoid the snares 
of Satan. Pilgrims and travelers invoke him, as well as young men and 
women looking for a devout partner in life, but all Christians need his 
help in the journey to eternity. 

Let us then honor the holy Angels in their nine choirs: Angels, 
Archangels, Principalities, Powers, Virtues, Dominations, Thrones, 
Cherubim and Seraphim; and practice a special devotion to the seven 
holy Angels before the Throne of God, invoking their assistance to 
avoid the seven capital sins and to obtain the seven Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 








A religious picture performs a silent apostolate for good in 
being a constant source of inspiration to those who gaze upon it, 
and uplifting the heart to things of the spirit. We have a charm- 
ing unframed picture of the 

Angel Guardian watching over a child, one of Baroness Von 
Oer’s productions, and very appropriate for a child’s bedroom. 
Full figures. Size 10x18 inches. Black and white. Price, 25¢ 
each. 

Also Janssens’ Sorrowful Mother in photo tone. A very 
touching representation, 414 x 6 inches. 10¢ for a single copy; 
6 for 50¢. 

We have the same picture in holy card size, in black and 
white, with a Novena in honor of the Dolors of the Blessed Virgin 
printed on the reverse. Price, $1.00 per 100. 


Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


SEPTEMBER — 1954 133 












4, ee to the 
Holy Cngels 


September 23 — October 1 


The holy Angels are always pro- 
moting our welfare, watching over 
our souls and our bodies, doing all 
in their power to help us attain the 
eternal joys of heaven. They neither 
slumber nor sleep in their watchful 
care, seeking remedies for the ills of 
soul and body, negotiating our af- 
fairs, conducting us to perfection, 
defending us from enemies, causing 
us to live in peace and security. But 
it is most useful to commend our- 
selves especially to their intercession 
by a novena in their honor, for such 
a novena results in wonderful graces. 

It is our annual custom to con- 
duct a special novena in honor of 
the holy Angels during the nine days 
preceding the Feast of the Guardian 
Angels, October 2d. We will ob- 
serve this practice in each of our 
five Eucharistic Sanctuaries, and will 
gladly include the intentions of all 
who wish to join with us. It is well 
to commence a novena by receiving 
the holy sacraments, that the soul 
being cleansed from sin, God may 
the more readily hear and grant the 
requests. Nine Gloria Patris are 
suggested as a suitable form of 
prayer, to honor each of the Nine 
Choirs. Petitions will be placed on 
the Exposition Altar during the no- 
vena if sent to: — 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Birthday of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 


R-K 
| ET us celebrate the Birthday (Nativity) of the Virgin Mary; let 


us adore her Son, Christ our Lord.” Such is the invitation the 

Church addresses to us at the beginning of Matins on one of the 

loveliest feasts of the Blessed Virgin — that of her Birthday on 
September 8th. Let us hearken to her call, and enter into her overflow- 
ing joy as she hails the Mother of God on the day of her birth. And 
as we offer our Birthday congratulations to our dearest Mother, the 
Mother of our Savior, let us address to her the praises which the Church 
places on our lips in the Magnificat Antiphon of the Second Vespers: 
“Thy birth, O Virgin Mother of God, brought joy to the whole world, 
for out of thee arose the Sun of Justice, Christ our God; who, taking 
away the curse, has bestowed blessing, and defeating death, has given 
us life everlasting.” 


The entire liturgy of the Church for this feast is one continuous 
song of joy and praise; joy, because the birth of her who is to be the 
Mother of the Savior heralds the near approach of the day of Redemp- 
tion; praise, because of the marvelous endowments of grace with which 
this child of predilection is adorned, that she may worthily fulfil her 
high destiny. This joy and praise find expression particularly in the 
responsories of the Lessons of Matins, from which we select the follow- 
ing: 

“This day the Blessed Virgin Mary was born of the lineage of 
David. Through her the salvation of the world is made manifest to 
all believers. This is she whose glorious life has given light to the 
world. Let us keep with joy the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary.” 

“Let us call to mind the most worthy birth of the glorious Virgin 
Mary, whose lowliness the Lord regarded and who by the message of 
an angel conceived the Savior of the world.” 


“Sprung from a royal race, Mary shines forth to the world, the 
help of whose prayers we devoutly implore with heart and mind. With 
heart and mind let us give glory to Christ on this sacred solemnity of 
Mary, the peerless Mother of God.” 

In a similar way the antiphons of all the canonical hours of the 
office celebrate the birth of the noblest of Eve’s daughters, which brings 


honor to our race, gives to God a Mother, and to us an advocate whose 
prayers are never rejected. 
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“Let us then understand the Church,” says Dom Gueranger* 
(addressing the Infant Mary) “when, even on this day, she proclaims 
thy Divine Maternity, and unites in her chants of praise the birth of 
Emmanuel and thine own. He who, being Son of God by essence, 
willed to be also Son of man, had, before all other designs, decreed 
that He would have a mother. Such, consequently, was the primordial, 
absolute character of that title of mother, that, in the eternal decree, it 
was one with the very being of the chosen creature, the motive and 
cause of her existence, as well as the source of all her perfections, natu- 
ral and supernatural. We, too, then, must recognize thee as Mother, 
even from thy very cradle, and must celebrate thy birthday by adoring 
thy Son, our Lord. 

“Inasmuch as it embraces all the brethren of the Man-God, thy 
blessed maternity sheds its rays upon all time, both before and after 
this happy day. ‘God is our King before all ages: He hath wrought 
salvation in the midst of the earth’ (Ps. 73:12). ‘The midst of the 
earth, says the Abbot of Clairvaux (St. Bernard), ‘admirably repre- 
sents Mary. Mary is the centre of the universe, the ark of God, the 
cause of creation, the business of ages. Towards her turn the inhabit- 
ants of heaven and the dwellers in the place of expiation; the men who 
have gone before us, and we who are now living; those who are to 
follow us, our children’s children and their descendants. Those in 
heaven look to her to have their ranks filled up; those in purgatory 
look for their deliverance; the men of the first ages, that they may be 
found faithful prophets; those who come after, that they may obtain 
eternal happiness. Mother of God, Queen of heaven, Sovereign of the 
world, all generations shall call thee blessed, for thou hast brought 
forth life and glory for all. In thee the angels ever find their joy, the 
just find grace, sinners pardon; in thee and by thee and from thee, 
the merciful hand of the Almighty has reformed the first creation.’ ” 

When princes are born, we foretell their future greatness by re- 
calling the glory of their ancestors. The Church does in like manner 
on this feast. In the Gospel she recounts the temporal genealogy of 
the Messiah, which is also the genealogy of her who was born for the 
very purpose of giving birth to Him. This glorious genealogy con- 
cludes with the words: “Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ.” These words contain the whole mystery of Our Lady, the 
title which expresses her whole being according to both nature and 
grace. They reveal the secret of the joy with which the Church cele- 
brates this feast. They indicate the sublime destiny of this tender in- 
fant, chosen from all eternity to be the Mother of God, to present to 


*“Liturgical Year,’’ September 8. 
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Hail Mary, full of grace at the very dawn of thy life. 











the world the Savior of all mankind, and to be our best of Mothers. 

Oh, truly wonderful destiny of this new-born babe! This weak 
creature, dust and ashes like ourselves, is to bear her own Creator, 
the highest Lord of heaven and earth! Could there be a greater dig- 
nity, a more intimate union with the Infinite God, than to be the very 
Mother of God — the Mother of the Incarnate Word! Truly did St. 
Bonaventure exclaim: “God might well have created a greater world 
than the present one; He could also have created a greater heaven. 
But a greater Mother than the Mother of God He could not create!” 


The feast of Mary’s Nativity is the direct counterpart of her Im- 
maculate Conception, for it ushers into the light of day that glorious 
Virgin who from the first moment of her conception was preserved 
spotless and free from every taint of original sin. Let us celebrate it 
then with special fervor and devotion during this Marian Year, which 
our Holy Father has dedicated to the commemoration of the centenary 
of the proclamation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. “With 
heart and mind, let us sing glory to Christ, on this sacred solemnity 
of Mary, the most high Mother of God. Let us celebrate with joy the 
birth of Blessed Mary; that she may intercede for us with our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (4th and 5th Antiphons of Vespers.) 

With the saintly Abbot Gueranger, let us address this praise to 
the Infant Mary: 

“At length, O Mary, our earth possesses thee! Thy birth reveals 
to it the secret of its destiny, the secret of that love which called it 
from nothingness, that it might become the palace of the God who 
dwelt above the heavens. But what a mystery, that poor, weak hu- 
manity, inferior to the angels by nature, should be chosen to give to 
the angels their King and their Queen. Their King they will soon adore, 
a new-born Babe in thine arms; their Queen they reverence today, ad- 
miring thee in thy cradle as only angels can admire. In the beginning 
these morning stars, these noble spirits, contemplated the manifestations 
of almighty power, and praised the Most High; yet never did their 
eager gaze discover such a marvel as that which delights their eyes at 
this hour: God, more purely imaged under a corporeal veil, under the 
fragile form of an infant one day old, than in all the strength and all 
the beauty of their nine angelic choirs; God, so captivated by such 
weakness, united, by His grace, to such love, that He made it the cul- 
minating point of His work by determining to manifest His Son therein. 


“Queen of angels, thou art our Queen also; accept us as thy liege- 
men. On this day, when the first movement of thy holy soul was to- 
wards God, the first smile of thy lovely eyes was for thy happy parents, 
may holy Anne allow us to kneel and kiss thy little hand, already filled 
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with the Divine bounties of which thou art the predestined dispenser. 
And now, grow up, sweet little one! Let thy feet be strengthened to 
crush the serpent and thy arms to carry the treasure of the world! 
Angels and men, the whole of nature, God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, all are awaiting the solemn moment when Gabriel may fly down 
from heaven to hail thee full of grace, and bring thee the message of 
eternal love.” 


The Holy Name of 
MARY 


R-*K 


HE dearest, sweetest and holiest name on the lips of Christians, 
after the sacred Name of God and that of Jesus, is the name of 
MARY. This name signifies “Sovereign Lady.” How just are 
Mary’s claims to that superb and unique title, for she is the 

Sovereign Queen of heaven and earth, crowned, not by the hands of 
an earthly monarch, but by the King of heaven, her own Divine Son, 
with the brightest diadem of glory. 

In Hebrew, the name Mary signifies “Star of the Sea.” Let us 
hear Saint Bernard expound this title with all the glowing eloquence 
which was his special gift from God and with the ardor of love for 
Mary which burned in his heart. The sermon quoted here has been 
adopted by the Church for the Lessons read at the Second Nocturn of 
Matins. 

“*And the Virgin’s name was Mary’ (Luke 1:27). Let us speak 
a little about this name, which signifies ‘Star of the Sea,’ and which 
so well befits the Virgin Mother. Rightly is she likened to a star, for 
as a star emits its rays without being dimmed, so the Virgin brought 
forth her Son without any injury to her virginity. The ray takes 
nought from the brightness of the star, nor the Son from His Mother’s 
integrity. This is the noble Star risen out of Jacob, whose ray illu- 
mines the whole world, whose splendor shines in the heavens, pene- 
trates the abyss, and, traversing the whole earth, gives warmth rather to 
souls than to bodies, cherishing virtues, withering vices. Mary, I say, 
is that bright and incomparable Star whom we need to see raised above 
this vast sea (of life), shining by her merits and giving us light by 
her example. 

“Oh, whosoever thou art that seest thyself, amid the tides of this 
world, tossed about by storms and tempests rather than walking on 


? 
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the land, turn not thine eyes away from the shining of this Star if thou 
wouldst not be overwhelmed by the hurricane. If squalls of temptation 
arise, or thou fall upon the rocks of tribulation, look to the Star, call 
upon Mary. If thou art tossed by the waves of pride or ambition, de- 
traction or envy, look to the 
Star, call upon Mary. If 
anger or avarice or the 
desires of the flesh dash 
against the ship of thy 
soul, turn thine eyes toward 
Mary. If, troubled by the 
enormity of thy crimes, a- 
shamed of thy guilty con- 
science, terrified by dread 
of the judgment, thou be- 
ginnest to sink into the 
gulf of sadness or the abyss 
of despair, think of Mary. 
In dangers, in anguish, in 
doubt, think of Mary, call 
upon Mary. Let her be 
ever on thy lips, ever in 
thy heart; and the better 
to obtain the help of her 
prayers, imitate the exam- 
ple of her life. Following 
her, thou strayest not; in- 
voking her, thou despairest 
not; thinking of her, thou 
wanderest not; upheld by her, thou fallest not; shielded by her, thou 
fearest not; guided by her, thou growest not weary, favored by her, 
thou reachest the goal. And thus dost thou experience in thyself how 
good is that saying: ‘And the Virgin’s name was Mary.’ ” 





Well does St. Bernard employ all his eloquence in praise of Mary, 
for what name, after that of Jesus, should be proclaimed with more 
praise, with more veneration, than the name of Mary! As another 
saintly Abbot writes: “She is below her Son, whom she adores as we 
do; but above all God’s servants, both angels and men, inasmuch as 
she is His Mother. At the Name of JESUS every knee is bent; at the 
Name of MARY every head is bowed. And although the former is the 
only name whereby we may be saved, yet, as the Son can never be 
separated from His Mother, heaven unites their two Names in its hymns 
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of praise, earth in its confidence, hell in its fear and hatred.” (Dom 
Gueranger, 0.S.B., “Liturgical Year.”) 

Have we not reason to compare the name of Mary, like that of 
Jesus, to some precious ointment, the exquisite odor of which diffuses 
itself on every side? St. Anselm carries his veneration for the holy 
Name of Mary so far as to say that sometimes grace is more speedily 
obtained by invoking the Name of Mary than that of Jesus. Not, of 
course, that the Name of Jesus is not more holy than that of Mary, or 
that the Creator is not above the creature; but that Mary’s prayers 
to her Divine Son are more efficacious than ours, and that those who 
ask her protection by invoking her holy Name will be sure to receive it. 

The august Names of Jesus and Mary are ever closely united in 
the hearts and on the lips of Christians, but above all at the hour of 
death. Many of the saints have had the consolation of dying with these 
holy Names on their lips. May that consolation be ours also — and it 
will be if we frequently repeat these holy Names during life. 

The Name of Mary —the joy of the angels, the terror of hell, the 
consolation of the faithful on earth — is so dear and so prized by the 
Church that she has established a special feast in its honor, to be ob- 
served annually on September 12th. During this Marian Year, the 
committee charged with the arrangement of the special observances 
has designated the period from the Feast of the Nativity of Mary, Sep- 
tember 8th, to that of her holy Name, September 12th, to be marked by 
ceremonies of reparation for sins of blasphemy and efforts to promote 
the devout use of the names of God, Mary, and the saints. 

Let us, then, have the most profound reverence for the august and 
holy name of Mary. Let us have recourse to it with confidence, in- 
voke it with veneration, and with St. Bernard exclaim: “O holy Virgin, 
merciful and worthy of all praise, your sweet and amiable name can- 
not be invoked without enkindling the heart, and the very thought of 
it refreshes the spirit of your servants!” With St. Anselm let us pray: 
“OQ Mary, by the Name of thy beloved Son, grant us ever to keep the 
memory of thine own sweetest name; may it be the delicious food of 
our souls; may it be with us in danger; may it be with us in anguish; 
may it be to us the beginning of all joy!” 


Eighth Star in Mary’s Crown 


Repeat frequently, with devotion and love, the name of MARY; 
nourish a great reverence for this holy Name, and invoke it in tempta- 
tions and trials. In honor of Mary’s Seven Sorrows, imitate her spirit 
of sacrifice, patience and resignation to God’s holy will in life’s daily 
trials and sufferings. 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


(Final Installment) 


8. Abiding in Christ’s Love Forever 


The Goal Attained. 


In the prayer which Jesus Christ offered to His Heavenly Father 
before beginning His sacred Passion in Gethsemane, He said: “I will 
that where I am they also whom Thou hast given Me may be with Me; 
because Thou hast loved Me before the creation of the world. Just 
Father, the world has not known Thee; but I have known Thee, and 
these have known that Thou hast sent Me. And I have made known to 
them Thy name, and will make it known, in order that the love with 
which Thou hast loved Me may be in them and I in them” (John 17: 
24-26). 

In these touching words are summed up the sentiments of the lov- 
ing Heart of your Divine Savior in regard to your salvation and that 
of all His faithful disciples. The final purpose of the love which He 
has for you and of that which you must have for Him is a most intimate 
union with Him as well as with His Heavenly Father and the Holy 
Spirit in the kingdom of His eternal glory. No other destiny was 
ever given to you. Christ would have you share His own unspeakable 
happiness and bliss and revel in its enjoyment to your fullest capacity. 
What a glorious destiny indeed! 

His immense love for you is clearly seen in this, that whatever He 
did in His mortal life He did for the purpose of making it possible for 
you to love Him here on earth and thus merit for yourself His eternal 
love in heaven. First of all, by His painful death on the Cross He paid 
the debt of punishment which you had contracted by your sins but 
which you were utterly helpless to cancel. To save you from the hell 
of fire, “where their worm (of remorse) dies not, and the fire is not 
quenched” (Mark 9:43), He endured all kinds of torments, even to the 
shedding of the last drop of His Blood, thus blotting out the decree of 
condemnation that stood against you. It can truly be said that He 
literally snatched you from the flames of hell at the cost of His own 
life. If nevertheless you should be so unfortunate as to lose your soul, 
it would be entirely through your own fault. After He has done so 
much to save you, nothing but your obstinate resistance to His grace 
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and your perverse refusal to give up sin can now consign you to the 
punishment originally decreed for the devil and his angels. 

In the second place, after having removed this great obstacle to 
your salvation, He taught you clearly what you must do and practice 
to win not only the glory of heaven but also a very large share of it, 
large enough perhaps to let you rank with the most exalted of the 
angelic choirs, the Cherubim and the Seraphim. It all depends on 
yourself. If you sow abundantly by leading a life of ardent love of 
God and doing very many good works, you will reap a correspondingly 
large amount of this glory. But if you sow sparingly by leading a life 
of lukewarmness, you will reap but little, if anything at all. For if you 
continue in this state, God threatens to “vomit you out of His mouth”; 
He will reject you, and to be rejected means to be condemned. 

Ordinary common sense, therefore, and the desire to secure for 
yourself a happy eternity demand that you carry out in every detail 
the instructions the heavenly Teacher has given you and copy the 
example by which He illustrated what He taught. If you neglect to 
do this, there is no hope for you. You cannot presume to lay down 
conditions of your own for the winning of heaven. And you cannot 
have the pleasures both of this life and of the next for your enjoyment. 
You must choose between the two. If you are wise, you will choose 
a life of self-denial, mortification, penance, humility, chastity and suf- 
ferings for a few short years here, in order to earn for yourself the 
delights of God’s kingdom which will endure forever. To make any 
other choice would be acting the part of a hopeless fool. True, the 
devil and the world will try to persuade you to “live your life,” to 
“have a good time” and to deny yourself none of the pleasures within 
reach; but you have Christ’s warnings to the contrary. Should you 
refuse to heed these, perhaps thinking that it is possible after all to 
“serve two masters,” you will be sorely disillusioned and bitterly dis- 
appointed in your judgment after death. Instead of being invited to 
share the joy of the blessed, you may be told that “you had good 
things in your lifetime; from now on you shall have evil things.” 
And in hell you will not be able to obtain so much as a drop of cold 
water to cool your tongue, parched with an everlasting thirst. 


In the third place your loving Savior offers you most generously 
a copious supply of all the graces you need for the practice of the most 
perfect love for Him. There is no niggardliness in the granting of His 
gifts. He gives you all that you can receive, and has more in store 
for you in reward of your fidelity in the use of your present graces. 
These will enable you to imitate very closely the example of your 
blessed Savior, to grow more and more into His likeness and become 
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truly Christ-like, so that at your entrance into eternity the Heavenly 
Father will be able to declare before all the angels and saints: “This 
is My beloved child, in whom I am well pleased.” What sweet music 
these words will be to your ears and with what transports of joy they 
will flood your soul! What a glorious recompense for the loyalty and 
fidelity with which you loved and served your Divine Friend during 
life on earth! 


The Beatitude of Heaven. 


As pointed out in the last chapter, we can no more form a true 
picture of heaven than a man blind from his birth can form one of 
the beauties of the world around him. And not only this: Even if an 
angel or a saint were to describe it to us, we would still be unable to 
have a right idea of it; he would have to use a language which we 
could not understand, and speak of things with which we have not the 
slightest acquaintance. St. Paul saw what he calls the third heaven, 
but he found himself unable to describe it. All that we can do in this 
matter is to hold fast to the truth that God has left nothing undone to 
provide for His elect a reward that is in every way commensurate with 
His infinite goodness, love and power. 

But in spite of this handicap we can still know a great deal about 
what we may call the elements of the glory and bliss of heaven. Our 
holy Faith furnishes us with sufficient information about certain facts 
to enable us to meditate with great profit on this subject and thereby 
stimulate ourselves to an ardent desire of it and to sustained fidelity 
in the love and service of God. 

There are two principal elements which make up the happiness 
of heaven, namely, Essential Glory and Accidental Glory. 

Essential Glory consists in three things: 1) The clear vision of 
God by means of a special gift known as the Light of Glory, which is 
bestowed on the soul the moment it enters heaven. In this light it 
sees God “face to face,” sees Him as He is, as well as His whole spir- 
itual kingdom. We might liken this gift to that of perfect sight given 
to a blind man by a miracle, which enables him to see clearly what he 
hitherto believed on hearsay. Along with this, the soul will be given 
an extensive knowledge and understanding of God’s nature, perfections 
and mysteries, in proportion to the degree of holiness it possesses. 
2) The complete and tranquil posssession of God and enjoyment of 
Him for all eternity without the least fear of its ever being lost. 3) 
The perfect love of God, no longer subject to the danger of its being 
forfeited by sin of any kind, but enduring unchanged forever. In 
turn, the soul will be loved by God with a love which surpasses all 
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understanding, and to a degree determined by the degree of the sancti- 
fying grace which it attained in life. 

Accidental Glory consists in the following: The soul is endowed 
with a fulness of natural knowledge, that is, of the mysteries of this 
natural world: its creation and mode of creation, God’s government of 
it, the workings of its mysterious forces, such as gravitation, light, 
electricity, life, etc., things which the scientists of the world have 
not been able to explain in many centuries. All these things the glori- 
fied soul will know in an instant with unerring knowledge. 


In addition to this, there is the glorious condition of the body be- 
ginning with the day of the resurrection of the dead. On that day the 
soul and the body which formed the individual person during his 
earthly life will be reunited to constitute the same person, and to enjoy 
conjointly the reward of faithful service here on earth. It will be the 
same body that it was in life, but endowed with new and most wonder- 
ful qualities such as no man can imagine. 


These are as follows: 1) After having been created anew by the 
power of God in the resurrection, it will be absolutely perfect as to 
form, beauty, health, etc., and transfigured into a perfect likeness of 
the glorified Body of Jesus Christ. 2) It will be spiritualized; that is, 
its present grossness as a material body will entirely disappear. 3) 
It will be endowed with great brilliancy, for “the just will shine forth 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matt. 13:43). 4) It 
will possess swbtility, so that material objects will no longer prove an 
obstacle to its free movements, but it will be able to pass through them 
with greater ease than light passes through crystal-clear glass. 6) It 
will be endowed with impassibility, by which it will no longer be sub- 
ject to sickness, pain or suffering of any kind. And 7) it will possess 
immortality — death shall no longer have any power over it. Eternal 
LIFE will be its heavenly endowment. 

Is there any tongue that can describe, or any imagination that can 
have even the faintest conception of the marvelous glory which awaits 
the souls and bodies of those who now love God and serve Him faith- 
fully to the end! 

But in addition to all this, there are several other sources of happi- 
ness to be considered. There is in the first place the entrancing sight 
of the wondrously glorified Body of Jesus Christ, still bearing the 
wounds of the nails in His hands and feet and of the spear in His side, 
as pe.petual reminders to the saints of the great price which He paid 
for their redemption and salvation. Then there is the company of all 
the angels and saints, with the Most Blessed Virgin Mary at their head, 
all knowing one another perfectly and loving one another with a love 
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that is absolutely free from the least blemish or imperfection. Each 
one will rejoice in the glory and happiness of all the rest as much as in 
his own. 

Is there any likelihood that you will ever grow tired of all this 
assemblage of good things in heaven? None whatever. The reason is 
that they fully satisfy all the cravings of the soul and body for the 
delights for which they have developed an aptitude during life. Just 
as your eye never grows tired of seeing nor your ear of hearing, so 
neither will you ever grow tired of the beatitude of heaven. Heaven 
will be “ever ancient and ever new.” 

Truly, God has prepared most wonderful things for those who love 
Him. They are worth striving for, even at the cost of everything you 
hold dear in this present life. 


“Your Joy Shall Be Full.” 


Place yourself once more in spirit among the disciples in the 
Supper Room, and listen to your blessed Savior speaking of the things 
of heaven. “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming 
again, and [ will take you to Myself, that where I am, there you also 
may be... You therefore have sorrow now; but I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one shall take from you. . . 
Father, I will that where I am, they also whom Thou hast given Me may 
be with Me; in order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast 
given Me, because Thou hast loved Me before the creation of the world” 
(John 14:3; 16:22; 17:24). 

In these parting words which Christ addressed to His disciples you 
can discover the magnificence of the reward which He has in store for 
those who adhere to Him by the practice of an ardent personal love. 
In this reward you will have a full realization of the great purpose for 
which God created you. That which He had in mind for you from the 
remotest days of His unbeginning eternity; that which Jesus Christ had 
in mind every moment of His earthly life and especially during the 
hours of His bitter Passion and agonizing Death on the Cross; and 
that for which He was intensely solicitous every moment of your earth- 
ly life, will have been successfully achieved, and He will take a special 
delight in being able to say to you: “Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant; because thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee 
over many; enter into the joy of Thy Master” (Matt. 25:21). Heaven 
is yours; yours forever. What a happiness for you; what a source of 
jubilation for all the angels and saints! 

Who can form even the faintest idea of the immensity of the joy 
you will then experience at the remembrance of the sufferings you en- 
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dured, the sacrifices you made, and the good works you performed to 
prove your love for Jesus in the days of your probation on earth! You 
are now recompensed more than a millionfold for it all! After having 
loved and served Him in the spirit of a living faith during your life on 
earth, you now experience to the fullest that “eye has not seen, ear has 
not heard, nor has it entered the heart of man what things God has pre- 
pared for those who love Him.” And this shall endure as long as God 
is God — forever and ever. It will be the reward of your abiding in 
the love of Jesus here on earth. Be sure, then, from now on to let every 
one of your thoughts, words and actions be an expression of an ardent 
personal love for Him whose plea to you is: “Abide in my love!” 


(Rev. F.J.R.) (The end.) 


The Spiritual Mission of 
Tabernacle and Purgatory 


RK 


NE of the chief aims of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” outside 
of fostering devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, is to impart to 
its readers a more comprehensive knowledge of their holy Faith 
and to cultivate in their hearts a loving loyalty to the doctrines 

and practices of the Church. And indeed what mission could be more 
noble, or more important in this day and age, when so many false 
philosophies and ideologies are being propagated throughout the 
world? when the enemies of God are united in a concerted effort to 
drive Him from the hearts of men and to make them lose sight of their 
real purpose in life — to know, love and serve God, and thus to obtain 
the eternal happiness of heaven? 

For many decades, as we all know, a social revolution has been 
sweeping over the world, with ever growing fury and intensity. This 
revolution derides religion, scoffs at Christian morality, and tramples 
upon the dignity and rights of human beings. It denies the existence 
of God, seeks to blot out the Church, to nullify the Ten Commandments 
and the whole Christian code of morals, to abolish religion from the 
field of education, and so eventually to establish a godless social order 
where liberty and license hold sway, and where the law of might super- 
sedes that of right. 

Its evil effects are apparent everywhere in the appalling wave of 
moral depravity that is engulfing the world and penetrating into every 
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phase of human society. Many Catholics, sad to say, have fallen vic- 
tims to its influence, even unconsciously, and though they still cling 
to the name of Catholic, they are all but pagan in practice. 

If a Catholic is to be loyal to his Faith and its precepts, he must 
be well instructed in the teachings of the Church and must reflect these 
teachings in his personal life. He must be a man of strong faith who 
ever thinks with the Church and is loyal to the Church, and who, by 
courageous defense and intelligent explanation of her doctrines, and by 
personal good example, refutes errors and leads souls to God. Above 
all, he must have an ardent love for God —a love that is ready to sac- 
rifice personal comfort and every other consideration, even life itself, 
for God. He must realize that the source of this filial faith and ardent 
love is to be found, above all, in the Holy Eucharist; that there he 
will always obtain spiritual help to overcome temptation, to conquer 
self, and to look at life and its problems as Christ in the Tabernacle 
would have us view them. 

The Holy Father and the Hierarchy look to the Catholic Press as 
a powerful auxiliary in the fight to save the people from being led a- 
stray by the enemies of religion, and to provide the instruction and 
guidance they need to offset the pernicious influence of evil propaganda 
and moral degradation to which they are exposed on all sides. 

Seeking to shoulder its share of the burden of this great responsi- 
bility, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” has sought in its humble way to 
deepen and strengthen Catholic life in general by deepening that of 
the individual, in particular by drawing souls closer to God through the 
Blessed Sacrament. By far the greater bulk of testimonials of appre- 
ciation received stress this phase of its mission, and it is encouraging 
to think that, with God’s help, this aim is being achieved. Let us permit 
a few of our readers to tell what the magazine has meant to them in 
this regard: 


“As I go along from day to day, striving and praying to know, 
love and serve God better, I get confused about different aspects of 
our Faith from things read and heard. When your magazine comes, 
there is the clear explanation, easily understood! It makes my heart 
so joyous and grateful to our kind, loving Father in heaven for giving 
us such a magazine as yours. It is indeed an instrument of the Holy 
Ghost in its enlightenment.’’ — ‘“‘The magazine is a wonderful store- 
house of information on our Faith, and is passed on to others when 
I have read it.’’ — “I cannot begin to tell you how much help and in- 
spiration I have received from ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ So many 
questions come up in my mind, and I can truly say I find all my 
answers within the covers of this splendid magazine.’’ — ‘Please re- 
new my subscription for another year. I would like, in my very in- 
adequate way, to express my appreciation for having received this 
little magazine. Nothing like it has entered our home before. It is 
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‘little’ in size only, for never have I read anything that taught me so 
much about our Church and our Faith, and in such an interesting 
way.’ — “I find it very interesting, and I have learned so much more 
about our Catholic Faith and its meaning in our daily life.’’ — ‘“‘It is 
now over twenty years since I first received your beautiful Catholic 
monthly, and I treasure every issue. It is always so instructive, edi- 
fying and uplifting to the reader.’’ — “I have learned so much about 
the Catholic Faith by reading your magazine. I never want to be 
without it.’”’ — “This magazine is the most instructive one on our 
Faith we have ever read.’’ — “I have read and enjoyed each article 
of each issue, and must say that I have been enlightened on many 
phases of our ‘grand and glorious Faith.’ I pass each issue on to 
others, hoping they will receive the benefits I have and that they will 
become subscribers themselves. That’s how I started — just by pick- 
ing up an issue in an office where I worked.” 


In quoting these few excerpts, it is our hope that they will prove 
an incentive to others to help us widen the influence of “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” by soliciting or presenting subscriptions to relatives, 
friends or acquaintances as gifts on various occasions. By so doing, 
you will aid the work of the Church itself in spreading the Faith and 
strengthening and deepening it in souls. So far, our cherished hope of 
A NEW SUBSCRIPTION from EACH SUBSCRIBER during our 
Golden Jubilee Year seems doomed to disappointment, but we do hope 
it will be more than realized by the end of the year. 


May we add to this motive the additional incentive of making it a 
MARIAN YEAR project, as did one good subscriber who wrote just 
recently: “As a Marian Year project, and to spread good literature 
around a bit, I am sending the following subscriptions to “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory’ — 12 in all, one for each month of the Marian Year.” 
Among the addresses given were those of several Catholic schools 
and the reading rooms of Catholic hospitals. (Just a suggestion. . .) 


Premiums for New Subscriptions for September 


During this month of our Golden Jubilee Year we offer as a pre- 
mium for each NEW subscription a touching picture of Our Sorrowful 
Mother by the famous Belgian artist, Joseph Janssens, in photo tone; 
size 414 by 6 inches. Or: a Scheyern cross, touched to a relic of the 
true Cross. For 5 NEW subscriptions, we offer an attractive and dur- 
able Rosary, 17 inches long, made from medium sized olive-wood 
beads obtained from the Holy Land. Please mention which premium 
is desired, and whether it is to be sent to the person receiving the new 
subscription, or to the writer of the letter. 
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Our Sanctuary by the Sea 


EEP down in every human heart the Creator has implanted a 
love for the good, the true and the beautiful, to direct its crav- 
ings toward Himself. For all that is good has its origin in Him, 
who is Goodness Itself. “One there is who is good, and He is 

GOD” (Matt. 19:17). All the beauty so richly displayed in nature is 
but a faint reflection of Him who is Infinite Beauty. All that is true is 
an expression of Him who is Truth personified. 

This God of Goodness, of Beauty and Truth lives in our midst, 
concealed in the Mystery of Divine Love, the Blessed Sacrament. Hid- 
den from human eyes, He is visible to those who look upon Him with 
the eyes of Faith. And the faith-full heart, the believing heart, cannot 
but be drawn by the magnetism of His Presence, for He alone can 
satisfy its longings. 

One of the most comforting experiences in the foundation of each 
of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration has been the 
spectacle of souls being drawn to the Divine Lover there enthroned. 
The difficulties and labors entailed in making the foundation melt away 
as mist before the rising sun as the great Sun of the Eucharist begins 
to draw to Itself the souls living within the radius of the Sanctuary. 
Not that the influence of the Blessed Sacrament is confined within such 
limits; Its radius extends to the bounds of the universe, and all the 
faithful who are in the state of grace come under Its life-giving efficacy. 
Yet those who are within reach of His Eucharistic Sanctuary are drawn 
in a special way by the magnetism of the living Presence of Christ, 
and theirs is the duty and the privilege of responding to His call for 
their homage of adoration. 

This beautiful spectacle is now repeating itself at our newly-founded 
Sanctuary of St. Pius X in San Diego, California, where several parish 
groups and others of the laity have already been organized to keep reg- 
ular nocturnal Holy Hours. Adoration days have also been arranged, 
when members of the laity succeed one another in keeping their as- 
signed hour at a special prie-dieu. The zeal which burns in the hearts 
of these adorers showed itself recently when one woman kept two hours 
in succession, with a brief intermission, from 11 A.M. till 1 P.M., to 
supply for one who had been unable to come. 

As this Sanctuary was opened in the Marian Year and is dedicated 
to the newly-canonized St. Pius X, we hope for great things through 
the powerful intercession of Our Blessed Mother and the Pope of the 
Eucharist, first in a spiritual way, and secondly also for its material 
upkeep and expansion, so that in due time a permanent convent and 
Adoration Chapel may be erected. May they inspire many kind and 
generous benefactors to assist us in this great work of love! 
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A Marian Year Message 


to the Sick 


R-*K 


HE sick, despite their weakness and physical pains, or rather be- 
cause of them, have a wonderful means of personal sanctifica- 
tion and of bringing the fruits of Calvary to many sinful souls 
if they will but convert their sufferings into acceptable offerings 

to God by prayer and devout intentions, and turn their pains into elo- 
quent cries for God’s mercy. Sufferings accepted with fortitude and 
resignation, yes, with joy, and offered in union with the Sacrifice of 
Christ, as St. Paul teaches, “fill up those things that are wanting of the 
sufferings of Christ ... for His Body, which is the Church” (Col. 1:24). 
Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, being desirous of reminding the 
sufferers of the whole world of their special mission and of bringing 
to these victims of ill-health a realization of the tremendous oppor- 
tunity which is theirs, delivered a radio message to the sick on 
February 14th of this Marian Year. This message reveals the great 
depth of his compassion and his ardent hope that the graces of illness 
will not be wasted. We regret that space prevented our printing the 
message earlier, but trust that the excerpts we now give will be just as 
timely at the present moment, for the sick are always with us. Our 
Holy Father said in part: — 

Beloved Sons and Daughters who are ill, you who can lay special 
claim to be among those closest to Our heart and soul... the Mother of 
God, indeed, bends over you with loving tenderness, eager to dry the 
tears of the afflicted who run to her maternal breast as to a secure haven 
in the tempests. So also the Vicar of Christ relies upon you, the pre- 
cious jewels of the Church of God and her powerful source of spiritual 
energy, for the realization in this holy year of the many and sorely 
needed blessings envisaged in Our Encyclical “Fulgens Corona” for the 
well-being of humanity and of the Church herself. 

This lively hope moves Us to address you today, with the intention 
of gathering all of you under the loving protection of our common 
Mother, Mary Immaculate; of surrounding you with Our charity and 
that of all the faithful who are praying for you; of reminding you of 
the mission which Divine Providence has destined for you in your 
sickness. . . 

We have always begged Jesus to make Our heart in some way like 
His: a good heart, a meek heart, a heart open to all sufferings, to all 
pains. But how greatly would we wish to have some reflection of the 
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omnipotence that is His! How We would desire to pass in the midst of 
you, drying tears, bringing comfort, healing wounds, giving back again 
strength and health! We must content ourselves with being in the 
midst of you in spirit. We linger beside infants as a mother would, 
beside parents trembling at the thought of having, perhaps, to leave 
their children orphans. And to each one we give Our blessing, praying 
the all-powerful God, our Loving Father, to grant, by means of it, what- 
ever He judges suitable to the special plan of Providence He has chosen 
for each one of you. And may the Lord grant that when this brief 
visit with you in spirit is over, each one of you may feel the good ef- 
fects, spiritual and material, of Our affectionate blessing, as well as 
the comfort of the words We address to you with all Our heart. 


Why? Why? 


Behold, We seem to see there in that hospital ward a young man 
who is suffering and in his suffering, cursing. Once he was strong and 
handsome; he was the pride and joy of his parents, whose hearts are 
breaking because they fear losing him, wasted away by relentless dis- 
ease. And the youth feels as if life were slipping away from him: 
farewell to health, farewell to strength, farewell to the plans cherished 
with boyish enthusiasm; farewell to love. And the young man rebels: 
“Why, why? Haven't I, too, a right to life? And can a good God 
let me suffer so, let me die? What evil have I done?” 


How many of you, sons and daughters, how many of you have 
contorted your features and raged with anger in your hearts and curs- 
ing on your lips? To you especially would We wish to approach, to 
place Our hand gently on your brow burning with fever. We would 
wish, in all tenderness, to whisper to each of you: Soul in anguish, 
why do you rebel? Let fall on this dark mystery of suffering the rays 
of light which come from the Cross of Jesus. What evil had He done? 
Look, over your bed, perhaps in the hospital ward, there is a picture 
of the Madonna. What evil had she done? Soul in desolation, be- 
cause overwhelmed with suffering, listen to this: Jesus and His Mother 
have suffered, certainly not through their own fault, but willingly and 
in complete conformity with the Divine plan. Have you ever asked 
yourself why? 

It may be that you have done evil. Think back. Perhaps you 
have offended God many times, in many ways. You know that a se- 
rious sin merits for the soul eternal damnation; and you instead are 
still alive under the merciful gaze of God, in the loving arms of Mary. 
If, then, the Lord is now punishing some sin of yours, you should not 
on that account curse and debase yourself; you are not a slave, as it 
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were, punished by a cruel master, but a child of God — a Father who 
wishes not to take revenge, but to correct you. He wants you to say 
to Him, “I have sinned,” in order to pardon you and restore to you the 
life of the soul. 

Even if you had done no wrong, if you were innocent, still you 
should not rebel. As a matter of fact, the idea of punishment does not 
always explain suffering and human woes. Do you remember what 
is written in the Gospel? One day Jesus came upon a man born blind, 
and after His disciples had asked Him whether that man or his parents 
had sinned, He replied: “Neither has this man sinned, nor his parents, 
but the works of God were to be manifest in him” (John 9:2,3). 
Even the misfortunes of the innocent, therefore, are a mysterious mani- 
festation of the Divine glory. 

Lest you be wearied by long reflections, look at the holy and Im- 
maculate Mother. She holds in her lap the lifeless Body of her Divine 
Son. Could you possibly imagine that the Sorrowful Mother would 
curse God? that she would ask the reasons for such sufferings? We 
would not have been redeemed if that Mother had not seen her Son 
die in torment. For us there would have been no possibility of sal- 
vation. 

For all of you, beloved children, who do not know how to pro- 
nounce the “So be it” of resignation and patience, We invoke God’s 
blessing, asking that He send a ray of light into your souls, and that 
you may cease to contradict with your will His plan, His will, His work; 
that you may become convinced that His Divine Fatherhood is still 
loving and benevolent, even when He judges it necessary to make use 
of the bitter chalice of suffering. 


Souls Resigned 


Yet, it is not always thus, dear children. Not always do souls re- 
bel and curse under the weight of pain. There are, thanks to God, souls 
resigned to the Divine Will, serene, joyous souls; souls even that have 
positively sought out suffering. We heard about one of these in par- 
ticular during the course of that glorious Holy Year when Our children 
came to Us in extraordinary numbers from all parts of the world. 


There was a young woman, twenty years old, of humble origin, to 
whom Our Lord had given great charm as well as innocence. Every- 
one felt her attractiveness, for about her radiated the fragrance of an 
unsullied life. But one day she grew fearful lest she become an occa- 
sion of sin, and, becoming interiorly convinced of this, she went to re- 
ceive Our Lord and in a burst of generosity asked Him to take away 
all her beauty and even her health. God granted her prayer and ac- 
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cepted her offer for the salvation of souls. We know that she is still 
living, though burning and being consumed like a living flame before 
God’s throne of justice and love. She does not curse, she does not 
murmur. She does not ask God, “Why?” There is always a smile on 
her lips and within her soul she treasures abiding peace and joy. One 
should ask her why she accepts suffering, why she is happy in it, why 
she looked for sufferings. And the same question should be asked of 
thousands of other souls who offer themselves to God in silent holocaust. 


The Light of Faith 





Beloved sons and daughters, if to your eyes, wearied with sickness, 
the whole universe, gloomy and oppressive, is confined within the narrow 
space of a little room, let in the light of faith, and at once it regains 
its limitless dimensions. Faith will certainly not make you love suf- 
fering for its own sake, but it will enable you to penetrate deeper into 
an understanding of what tremendous and noble purposes illness can 
be made to serve — when serenely accepted and even desired. 


Here is a man who has many sins to expiate, or at least he has 
stains on his soul. Suffering will purify him. Here is a young woman 
who was once good, but did not possess a strong character, so necessary 
for one who was to be a wife and mother; suffering has been for her 
life a fire which has tempered her and given her great strength. 

You perhaps have desired martyrdom; you have dreamed that the 
chance might be offered to you also to suffer for Jesus. Thank God 
for it. Your bodily affliction is like shedding blood, a real form of 
martyrdom. And you, do you want to be like Jesus? Do you want to 
transform yourself into Him? Do you want to be a channel of life for 
Him? In sickness you can find the cross and be nailed to it, and thus 
die to yourself so that He may live and make use of you. 

How many of you, beloved children, would like to help Jesus save 
souls? Then offer your sufferings according to all the intentions for 
which He continually offers Himself on the altars of our churches. 
Your sacrifice, united to the Sacrifice of Jesus, will bring many sinners 
back to the Father; many without faith will find the true Faith; many 
weak Christians will receive the strength to live fully the teaching and | 
the law of Christ. And on the day on which the mystery of Providence 
in the economy of salvation will be revealed in Heaven, you will finally 
see to what extent the world of the healthy is indebted to you. 





And now, beloved sons and daughters, We leave you. We pray 
to Jesus, Friend of the suffering, to remain with you, to remain in you. 
We pray to the Immaculate Virgin, your most loving Mother, to com- 
fort you with her smile and to protect you beneath her mantle. 
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Our Lady, Health of the Sick 


The title, “Health of the Sick” was applied to Our Lady in the very 
early ages of the Church. It is one of the invocations of the Litany 
of Loreto; and one of the supplications used at Lourdes is “Health of 
the Sick, pray for us.” No doubt many readers will be happy to know 
that the Daughters of Mary, Health of the Sick, a religious community, 
hold a special novena for the sick from the Ist to the 9th of each month. 
An approved prayer in honor of Our Lady, Health of the Sick may be 
obtained by sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Mother Mary 
Angela, F.M.S.I., Vista Maria, Cragsmoor, New York. 100 copies, 75¢. 
500 for $3.00, and 1000 for $5.00. This prayer is welcomed by the 
sick, and is suitable for distribution through correspondence, in hos- 
pitals, in Legion of Mary work, etc. 


Do You Remember the 


Holy Souls? 


R-* 
T the announcement of the death of:a relative or friend, or even 


some personage of renown, the first impulse is a natural desire 

to show sympathy. No more practical demonstration of affec- 

tion and charity can be given than having the holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass offered for the deceased, for it is most probable that the 
soul is detained in purgatory and needs all the spiritual help possible. 
The Holy Sacrifice is the most powerful of all the means of spiritual 
assistance by which we can help the holy souls, for its merits are infi- 
nite; and if God so willed, it could completely satisfy for all the sins 
and punishment and effect the release of all the souls in purgatory. If, 
in spite of a good will, a person cannot afford the stipend to have a 
special Mass offered for the departed, at least he can hear Holy Masses 
in behalf of the beloved one and offer Holy Communions for the de- 
ceased, and, if he so desires, set down the number so offered in the 
form of a spiritual bouquet to be presented to the family of the deceased. 
Occasionally a family or an individual keeps up the practice of 
having Masses said for deceased relatives, but the contrary is more apt 
to be the case. A deplorable instance of neglect is told by the Reverend 
J.T. Roche, in a pamphlet on Masses for the dead. He relates: “I 
listened to a story, not long ago, of a wealthy Catholic man who died 


SEPTEMBER — 1954 155 








and was buried with great pomp. There was a Solemn High Mass and 
the usual sermon on death, with a few guarded expressions about the 
late lamented. The widow and family were left with over a million 
dollars at their disposal, but during the year that followed this man’s 
death, there was only one Mass offered up for the repose of his soul and 
this was at the request of a poor woman, towards whom he had ex- 
tended a charitable hand at one time in his life. Now the dead man 
in question was not by any means a saint. He was worldly and with his 
wealth came the feeling that he was too busy to attend to his religious 
duties. He had a great deal of that fake pride and self-sufficiency which 
comes with wealth, and his attitude towards the strict practice of re- 
ligious duties was anything but correct. Summoned suddenly, it was 
his good fortune to receive the last sacraments of the Church, and 
God’s grace hovered at least about his deathbed. 


“It never seemed to have occurred to his wife and family whom he 
left behind that he might be undergoing a long series of purifying 
penances in that great world of suffering known as purgatory. They 
loved him in a natural way and duly remembered him in many ways, 
but there appeared to be no suspicion that his soul was undergoing 
bitter suffering which they could shorten and assuage. Now what is 
true of that man is true of thousands of Catholics who have been called 
out of this life, and who are forgotten by all save those who cherish a 
special devotion towards the suffering souls in purgatory.” 


Venerable Louis de Blois relates the following episode with regard 
to the efficacy of Holy Communion for the poor souls: One day a de- 
vout servant of God, well known and loved by him, was visited by a 
soul in purgatory which revealed to her the terrible sufferings it en- 
dured. “I am afflicted for having received the Holy Eucharist without 
sufficient preparation and with great tepidity. For this I am condemned 
by Divine Justice to the dreadful torture of consuming fire.” 

“And how can I help you or deliver you?” asked the servant of 
God. 

“As an intimate and faithful friend, still dear to me, I entreat you 
to communicate once in my name; but with all the fervor and charity 
of which you are capable. I feel confident that this fervent Communion 
will suffice for my deliverance and make reparation for my luke- 
warmness.” 

The servant of God at once heard Holy Mass and communicated as 
piously as she could for the repose of the soul of her friend. After her 
thanksgiving, the soul appeared with incomparable beauty, radiant 
with happiness, and in a transport of inexplicable gratitude. “My 
dearest friend! Blessed be God forever!” the soul exclaimed, “your 
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fervent Communion has delivered me. I see my adorable Master face 
to face and enjoy forever the bliss of the elect. In heaven I will not 
forget you.” 

Fathers, mothers, children, brothers and sisters, whose grief on the 
occasion of death is pitiable, do not act as if you did not believe in a 
reunion with the beloved in heaven, and do not neglect to have Masses 
offered, to receive Holy Communion, perform acts of charity, say the 
Rosary, gain indulgences and place other suffrages to the credit of your 
dear departed ones. Let us recall here the advice of St. Bonaventure: 
“May charity inspire you to communicate often and piously for the 
faithful departed, for there is nothing more efficacious for the eternal 
repose of the dead.” Fervent and frequent Communions are also an 
infallible way to heaven. 


Little Lovers’ League 


38 


EPTEMBER probably means to many Little Lovers the end of 
summer and “back to school.” The holidays are over, and fall 
is in the air. Against the smoky hills the gold and crimson of 
the turning leaves will soon be showing, and the birds will be 

starting their flight southward. This year, though, dear Little Lovers, 
you have a new friend to accompany you back to school, a friend who 
can really help you make the best of your precious opportunity of get- 
ting an education. This friend is our new saint — St. Pius X — who 
was canonized just last May, and who shares a feastday with the great 
St. Bernard on August 20. 

As you know, St. Pius X had a special love for young people. It 
is to him that children everywhere owe the privilege of making their 
first Holy Communion at the age of seven or perhaps younger. Up to 
the time of Pope Pius X, boys and girls had to wait until they were 
thirteen or fourteen before they could receive Jesus into their hearts; 
and it was this beloved Holy Father who restored the old custom of 
giving early Communion to the little ones. It is no wonder, then, that 
children loved him, too, and used to crowd about him whenever they 
could, eager to see his fatherly smile and hear his kind voice as he 
blessed them. 

Besides being a lover of young folk, St. Pius X was also a very 
wise and learned man. That is why he will be able to help you with 
your studies if you call on him. As a young boy he walked many miles 
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to school, and later on when himself a teacher, it was his favorite occu- 
pation to gather the children around him and teach them their cate- 
chism. So, during this school year, make St. Pius X your special pa- 
tron. Ask him to help you be a good student and to remember what 
you learn in order that one day you may be a real Catholic leader in 
your community. Above all, ask this saintly Pope to help you love 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist with the same ardent faith and devotion 
that he did, a love so great that he is known as “the Pope of the Eucha- 
rist.” 


PRACTICE: Say two Our Fathers daily, asking St. Pius X to 
obtain for you an ever-growing love of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. 


ASPIRATION: St. Pius X, pray for us. 


Faith and the Mountain 


ANIEL grinned and ducked as the broom aimed at him by his 

elderly aunt missed and went sailing out into the street. He did 
love to tease his aunt and he knew she didn’t really mind; by supper 
time she would have forgotten all about it, and probably have baked 
him some of his favorite small cakes as well. Whistling cheerfully, he 
sauntered down the street, pausing at the door of Bar-Nathan’s house. 
Should he go in and visit his friend? His smile died as he thought it 
over. Bar-Nathan was much older than he, and so paralyzed that he 
must spend all his time lying helpless on his pallet-bed. But it was 
not that which troubled Daniel so much as the sadness and anxiety 
which seemed to cloud his mind, so that he seldom smiled and almost 
never laughed. Even Daniel’s own merry chatter could not entertain 
him for long, and the boy knew that as soon as he left, Bar-Nathan 
would lapse back into gloom. “His mind is sicker than his body,” he 
often thought to himself, with a wisdom greater than his ten years. 
Deciding not to visit Bar-Nathan then, since it was so close to supper 
time, he strolled on. 

“Looking for mischief, as usual, Daniel?” said a man who came 
out of a nearby shop just then. He smiled as he spoke and tousled 
the boy’s curly hair. Daniel smiled back: “No, Aunt Jedda just swept 
me out of the house till supper! Tell Bar-Nathan I'll come to visit 
him this evening.” The man’s face grew serious — Bar-Nathan was 
his brother. “You know, Dan,” he said slowly, “Nathan’s getting 
worse. There is only one hope left... the Rabbi Jesus from Galilee. 
I wish He would come to Capharnaum soon!” Daniel’s face lit up. 
He had never seen this Jesus of Galilee, but he had often heard of the 
wonders He performed, the many sick He healed, the happiness and 
peace He left wherever He went. “Yes, I’m sure He'll be able to help 
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Bar-Nathan,” he agreed, “and when He does come we'll bring him to 
Him as soon as possible.” 

Continuing down the street, Daniel headed for the old well under 
the tall cypress tree. From a seat beside this well you could see the 
mountain which reared its proud head behind the town. “Some day,” 
Daniel often promised himself, as he looked at it, “I'll climb up to the 
very top, right next to heaven almost!” His grin broke out again 
as he thought that Aunt Jedda would probably sniff and say: “As close 
to heaven as you'll ever come, young mischief!”” When he reached 
the well he found someone else there ahead of him. A man was sitting 
there, gazing up at the mountain, his face and hair golden in the last 
rays of the sun. “It’s beautiful, isn’t it?” said Daniel, with his usual 
friendliness. “Yes, it is,” said the man pleasantly, moving over to 
make room for Daniel on the bench; “a great mountain.” They sat 
there in silence for a little while, watching the sun disappear behind 
the mountain, covering the sky with long streamers of crimson and 
purple and gold. 

“TI wish Bar-Nathan could see it!” Daniel was not aware that he 
had spoken aloud, until he heard the man ask: “Why can’t Bar-Nathan 
see it?” “We'd have to carry him here on his pallet — he’s paralyzed,” 
explained Daniel, and, seeing the interest in the other’s face, went on 
to tell him about his friend. “Bar-Nathan’s brother says there’s only 
one hope left,” he finished, “the Rabbi Jesus. If only He could just 
look at Nathan...” “Just look?” the man asked. “Yes,” said Daniel 
firmly; “maybe you'll think I’m just a boy who doesn’t know much, 
but I’m sure the trouble with Bar-Nathan is his mind, not his body so 
much. And they say that the Man from Galilee has a wonderful power 
even in His eyes; that when He looks at you He can see right to the 
bottom of your heart — and that’s what Bar-Nathan needs.” His face 
flushed with earnestness, Daniel stopped speaking and looked expect- 
antly at his companion. Laying his hand on Daniel’s shoulder, the 
man said quietly, as he rose to go: “Bar-Nathan has good friends. To 
the little ones these things are revealed. Jesus of Galilee will be at 
the house of Samuel tonight. Perhaps if you bring your friend...” 
“Oh, thank you, Sir!” Daniel was fairly dancing with excitement. 
“We'll bring him right after supper!” 

That evening, with the help of some friends, they carried Bar- 
Nathan to Samuel’s house. A great crowd had already gathered when 
they arrived, and there was no way of reaching Jesus, who sat teaching 
in one of the inner rooms. Daniel’s quick eyes searched about. There 
must be some way to get in! His glance fell on the low sloping roof of 
loosely laid tiles. A grin started to his lips and with a quick motion 
he swung himself up on it. Walking carefully, he reached the part of 
the roof over the room where the Healer was. Quietly he lifted off the 
tiles and peered down. Yes, the Rabbi was there. Then Daniel stared 
and looked again. Why, the man who sat on the low couch teaching 
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the Scribes and Doctors of the Law was the man he had met at the well 
that afternoon! He was the Wonder-worker himself! Breathless with 
amazement, Daniel hurried back to his friends. “Quick,” he com- 
manded, “some of you climb up on the roof with me, and the rest 
hand Bar-Nathan up to us; then we'll let him down through the tiles.” 
Working slowly and carefully, they lifted Bar-Nathan to the roof and 
brought him to the opening Daniel had made. Then very gently, grasp- 
ing the leather straps of the pallet, they let him down through the hole 
into the room, to the very feet of Jesus. 

In the amazed silence of the crowded room, the Healer looked up 
and saw Daniel peering down, chuckling at the sight of the fat lawyer 
who had had to scramble hastily out of the way as the pallet came 
swinging down almost on his head. 

In the hush, the Rabbi’s voice sounded clearly as He spoke to the 
man on the pallet: “Be of good heart, Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
At once the lawyers and Pharisees began arguing as usual: “Who is 
this man who speaks of forgiving sin? None but God can do that.” 

But Daniel was not listening to them; instead he was looking at 
Bar-Nathan, at the face of his friend, happy and smiling at last, with all 
the strain and trouble washed away. Then, above the noisy disputing 
of the crowd, the Healer’s voice spoke again, calmly and surely: “Why 
are you arguing? Which is easier to say: ‘Your sins are forgiven, 
or ‘Arise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has power on earth to forgive sins,” — Jesus turned to Bar-Nathan — 
“I say to you, arise, take up your bed and go to your house.” Im- 
mediately, without a question, Bar-Nathan got up, rolled up his pallet 
and walked away to his house, words of gratitude and thanks on his 
lips all the way. 

Daniel scrambled down from the roof. There was no hope of 
getting close to Jesus in all the excitement, but he wanted to see Bar- 
Nathan. He had not gone very far when he met Aunt Jedda: “Where 
have you been, young man?” she began scolding. “You should have 
been home hours ago!” “Bar-Nathan is cured!” Daniel told her hap- 
pily, “we let him down through the roof of Samuel’s house, and Jesus 
cured him!” “Through the roof!” gasped Aunt Jedda. “It’s a won- 
der you didn’t kill him! Who ever thought of such a thing!” 

At the sound of a muffled laugh behind them, they swung around 
to face the Man from Galilee. “Never mind, Aunt Jedda, never mind,” 
Jesus said, a twinkle in His eyes, as He placed His hand on Daniel’s 
shoulder, “for of such as this is the kingdom of heaven!” And as they 
walked on hand in hand, Daniel knew beyond all doubt that he was 
closer to heaven now than he would ever have been, even had he 
reached the very top of the mountain. 


Our Infant of Prague Eversharp Pencil in snowy-white opaque 
finish with gold-plated trimming is just the pencil for back-to-school 
days. Price, $1.00. 
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Some Aids to Lift Your Heart 
on High 


Prayer the Great Means 
of Grace — The return of the 
Ember Days again reminds us 
of the importance of prayer in 
our life. Our booklet gives 
valuable hints and practical 
assistance in explaining the 
necessity, excellence, salutary 
effects and merit of prayer. 


Rays of Catholic Truth 
— Treats of grace and of the 
Mass, its chief channel. Rec- 
ommended also for non-Cath- 
olics, and those taking instruc- 
tions. 


Devotion to the Holy 
Face —A booklet that helps 
make Jesus really ‘“‘real,’”’ and 
moves the heart to prayerful 
reflection. 





Message of the Sacred Heart — A booklet that interior souls find 
most helpful in preserving and increasing a conscious union with God. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Holy Spirit — Devotion to the Holy Spirit should 
not be confined to the feast of Pentecost. It must be a daily devotion, for 
He is the Divine Sanctifier who bestows His wonderful graces on those who 
are devout to Him. This 64-page booklet gives a brief summary of the 
Church’s doctrine regarding the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, and 
many efficacious and inspiring prayers. 


More Precious Than Diamonds — “If thou didst know the gift of 
God!” Our Lord exclaimed as He spoke to the Samaritan woman. Learn 
about this gift, Sanctifying Grace — from this booklet. 

Devotion to the Holy Trinity — Contains a consideration on this 


Mystery of Mysteries, and the significance of devotion to the Triune God 
in the sanctification of souls. Sixteen pages of prayers. 


Each booklet, 15¢, unless marked otherwise. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Be | sa ary’s Sorrows are brought before our minds by the feast 
715" of the Seven Dolors on September 15. Our booklet, MARY’S 
&<- SEVEN SORROWS offers beautiful reflections on each of the Seven 
sé Sorrows, as well as the Mass and a novena prayer. Each dolor is 
’ illustrated. 
Another booklet, OUR SORROWFUL MOTHER, provides a 
pleasing variety of devotions whereby to venerate Our Blessed 
Mother of Sorrows and seek her intercession. 
We recommend THE MYSTERIES OF MARY also for this 
feast, and for the other principal feasts of Mary during the year, 
including the Nativity, September 8, and the Holy Name of Mary, 
Sept. 12. This booklet contains a short reflection on the mystery celebrated, 
a prayer for a novena or triduum, and a virtue to be practiced. 

NOVENAS AND TRIDUUMS FOR ALL FEASTS OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN also provides beautiful prayers of the Church for the five Mary- 
feasts of September, along with many other feasts. 128 pages, 25¢ 


. 
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rchangel Michael. defend us in battle, that we may 
\ not perish in the judgment! The great warrior-angel, Saint 
\ Michael, continues to champion the cause of God on earth as 
“he championed it in heaven when Lucifer led the revolt of 
the proud legions who refused to serve. Daily invoke his aid 
against the spiritual enemies who are leagued against the 
Kingdom of God on earth and souls. Our booklet, "NEATH 
ST. MICHAEL’S SHIELD, will supply much interesting information and a 
number of prayers. 

Remember also that wherever you go you are accompanied by an angel 
whose duty it is to watch over and protect you. Learn about this Angel 
Guardian from our booklet, OUR HEAVENLY COMPANIONS, and use the 
prayers it contains to ask his assistance in the many needs of life. 


t a) ‘ 
a esus in the Blessed Sacrament is the source of all graces, the 


heart of the Church, the center of our holy religion, the well- 

spring of our faith. Read our booklet GOD WITH US IN THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT to learn to appreciate more fully the 
precious treasure we possess. 

COMMUNION DEVOTIONS IN UNION WITH MARY contains a wel- 
come collection of prayers for those who like to vary their devotions at 
Holy Communion. 

Each booklet 15¢ unless marked otherwise. 
Reduction on quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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